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Arii took his Dad's flippers. 
« Look Mum, I have the fins  
of the moon parrotfish. »
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Arii took his Dad's diving mask. 
« Look Mum, I have  
the eyes of the moon parrotfish. »
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Arii wrapped a bedsheet around his legs. 
« Look Mum, I move around  
just like the moon parrotfish. »
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Arii took his father's snorkel. 
« Mum look,  
I breathe like a moon parrotfish. »
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« But no, Arii, you are mixing it all up! »  
says Mum while doing the cooking.
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Dad is fishing on the pier. 
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Arii walks down the pier  
and dives into the water. 
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The mask fills with water.  
Arii can't see anything. 
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The snorkel fills with water. 
Arii can't breathe any more. 
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As his legs get entangled in the bedsheet, 
Arii cannot move any longer.  
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The flippers come off Arii's feet.  
Arii is drawn down to the bottom. 
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Dad's strong hand catches Arii. 
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On the pier, Arii is coughing and 
crying, he has really been frightened. 
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Dad wipes Arii dry  
and takes him up in his arms. 
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« What are you playing, Arii?  
Do you really want to end up  
in my plate? » 
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Dad comforts Arii, then picks up  
his gear, his bucket and his fishing line.  
Arii is shivering with cold  
but he feels warmth in his heart.  
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Arii and Dad both return home at dusk. 
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Moon parrotfish (Forsten’s parrotfish)  
Pa’ati Höhonu  
Scarus forsteni (Bleeker, 1861)  
Fish of Polynesian waters, 
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The moon parrotfish 

 
The moon parrotfish called Pa'ati höhonu (or the Forsten’s parrotfish)  
in Tahitian is a member of the big family of the parrotfishes which we 
locate in the Polynesian lagoons. In fact, there are more than thirty  
species of parrotfishes bearing all sort of curious names such as the 
ember parrotfish, the seagrass parrotfish, the egghead parrotfish or the 
palenose parrotfish ... 
 
Bibliographical references to know more about the moon parrotfish: 
 
Guide of the fishes of Tahiti and its islands 
Philippe Bacchet - Thierry Zysman - Yves Lefèvre  
Foreword and scientific advice by John E. Randall 
© Au vent des îles - on 2006 
 
Fishes of Polynesia 
Raymond Bagnis - Philippe Mazelier - Jack Bennett - Erwin Christian  
with the cooperation of A. Cea Egana, J.P. Dubois and J.E. Randall  
Foreword and scientific advice  
© Société Nouvelles éditions du Pacifique - Times Editions, on 1972, 1973, 1976,  
on 1981, 1984. 

Who is he?





Our new publications 
 

Guess who plays hide-and-seek? 
Small papers 

Tell me Mummy ... 
Listen ...



ARII and the moon parrotfish 
 

Author 
Annie SOSSEY 

 
Translation in English 

Bertrand DEVAUX 
 

Illustrator 
Carine THIERRY 

 
Computer graphics 
Heinui LE CAILL 

 
Chief of publication 
Mairenui LEONTIEFF 

 
Project initiated under the direction of  
Aline-Titiehu HEITAA-ARCHIER, IEN  

 
Manager of publication 

Jean-Michel GARCIA - DGEE  
 
 

ISBN 978-2-37317-069-6   
Réf. PI-2042 

Legal deposit: 2020





ISBN 978‐2‐37317‐069‐6   
Réf. PI‐2042 

© MEA ‐ DGEE 2020 
www.education.pf

Being a moon parrotfish? 

Watch out!


